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Dangers to Hedgehogs

Many dangers will exist in your own garden.  Please look out for the following and try to remedy them for the hedgehogs, and other wild animals.  Almost all the problems hedgehogs face are caused by humans.  They are maimed and killed in the most horrible ways you can imagine.  It’s not fair since hedgehogs hurt no-one.  And like all animals (except humans) bear no grudges and do not exact revenge.

· Breeze blocks, hedgehogs can often become trapped in these.

· Opened food cans, and polystyrene cups, hedgehogs get trapped whilst getting food from inside these.
· Vehicles, you’ve all seen the remains on the road, but how long does it take them to die.
· Drains, make sure drains are covered, you can use well squashed chicken mesh.
· Disused garden fencing, hedgehogs get caught in this and the plastic pea/bean mesh.  They die slowly.
· Compost heaps – garden forks, hedgehogs don’t like to be stabbed.
· Garden ponds, steep sided ponds are a death trap, at least make a ramp.
· Badgers, avoid releasing hedgehogs near a badger set.  Badgers are the hedgehogs only real predator.
· Oils, greases etc, try to keep these contained, not a nice death for any animal.
· Dogs, small terrier type dogs cause bad injuries to hedgehog families, often killing the mother.
· Garden strimmers, always check areas before you strim – always cause horrific usually fatal injuries.
· Cattle ramps, many now have steps inside but many have not.  Find some stones to put inside, be sure there are not separate sections inside.
· Beer can plastic, (four pack type) always cut these up, many animals die in these, even when they find them on the rubbish sites after you put them in the bin.
· Lobster pots, hedgehogs have been found dead in these.
· Bonfires, please check your bonfire carefully before lighting it.
· Slug pellets, these kill hedgehogs and other wild and domestic animals.  Have no doubt, I don’t suppose they do you any good either.
